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Strike Smashing Blow at Ger¬
mans and Invade For- '

tified Works.

BRITISH CONTINUE RAIDS

Berlin and Vienna Stunned by
News That Bagdad

Has Fallen.

I lty Atlfroclated I'rees. I
Again tlie French and Brltjsh War

Ofliqcs rccorrl gains against the Or-
mans on the lino in France. Striking
In the ChiunpaKii'' region <ui a front of
1 meters west of Maisons de Chjiiii-
pfigne, tli«- French recaptured all the
positions previously taken by the Ger-
mans on ridg». l*r>. and also Invaded
a German fortified works. One hun¬
dred prisoners wore taken in the op¬
eration. In the* Woevre region. n< :tr

Seieheprcy, a raid on a German trench
was successful I*' carried out. while at¬
tacks !»>. vhe C.trmans between Hoissons
and lihelms w< rc repulseil.
The British on their part of the ft out

in France entered German trenches it"
the vicinity <>i Bouchavesiies. north of
Pc.ronnc, and also carried out raids
successfully to ihe south of Arras. In
the latter seotoi tit" German positions
ivf1 bombed and many casualties were

Inflicted vn their occupants.
Iloavv artillery activity iv In prog¬

ress In the Ancre arid Somtnc sectors,
according to Berlin The German War
Otlice reports the stopping «>r a French
attack south of Ftipont in Champagne,
anil also the destruction of sixteen en-

^(i>nl«' an planes and n\ o captive bal-
loons in attacks by tl . Germans. The
London War Oihce announces that nine
German machines were hrought down
or driven down damaged. anil admitJ
1'ial live British machine: are missing.
Ml Milt OPIIlt ATION*

on orui:ii fiionts
< >n t lo other fronts, except in .Meso¬

potamia and Persia, where it is as¬

sumed lh.it both the British and Rus¬
sians are still harassing the Turks,
only minor operations have heen re¬

ported. Af yet the full details of the
capture of Bagdad hv the British have
not heen made public, although an¬

nouncement was made in the Brlt'sli
Bouse of Commons that there was rea¬

son to believe two-thirds of the Turk¬
ish artillery had been captured by the
British or thrown into the Tigris, and
that, in addition, large numbers of

« prisoners a ltd "quantities of materials
of all kinds were taken.
Again the Turks are reported by I'e-

trograd to have marie a further retreat
In I'crsla, this time leaving a position
near Mlsilun. twentj mil. northeast
of K ermatishah. and retiring toward
I ladjialmd. Bisituu w as occupied by
the Russians

In Macedonia there has heen an in¬
crease In th< artillery activity In the
I'resba Lake and .'.-run River sectors,
proba lily presaging an early recom-

/v iisCiicenicnt of hard fighting in this
region.
The possibility that Germany is to

have anothei foe arrayed against hrr
is indicated in an unoilicial dispatch
from Peking, which savs the Chinese
House "f Representatives has approved
the government's diplomatic policy,
which includes the severance of diplo-
niatic relations with Germany.
llltlTISII W \ ^ X'lTBMRT

TO MOVF. ON I I' TK.K l*»

While great political importance is
) attached to the capture of Bagdad by1
the British, the military results of the
notable event are of even greater im¬
mediate interest, pointing to the possi¬
bility of f comparatively speedy link¬
ing tip of British and Russian move¬
ments against ihe Turks in this far¬
away field of war

The conditions which General Maude
found upon entering the city of the
Caliphs and the status of his supply
arrangements must, in great measure,

, affect any plans for a further advance.
'Given the assurance of adequate sup¬
plies and replenishments. it seems

probable that lie will not rest con¬

tent with holding Bagdad, but will
attempt a further move tip the Tigris.
This river is navigable for small
steamers northward on its course as

far as .Mosul, nearly 2.">0 miles away,
favoring the transport arrangements
of the British force. The measure of
Turkish resistance along this line will
be affected in no small measure by
Ihe rate of progress of the Uussian

. columns moving towards Mesopotamia
from Persia.
These columns, operating front llam-

adan and Snkkiz, are still far short
of the points where tlie.v stood last
spring when the British were hailed
at Kut-el-Aniara bj General Town-
shend's surrender. Bagdad, however,
is reported lo be the point front which
Ihe Turkish defense itt Persia was

supplied, and its capture may weaken
the Ottoman resistance and facilitate
the Russian advance.
Linking up the llusslan and British

forces, therefore, at a point consider¬
ably north of Bagdad does not seem

an impossibility. The recuperative
power of the Turks, repeatedly shown

f in this war, has to be taken into con¬
sideration in litis connection.

ICnvcr Pasha, the Turkish Minister of
War. is quoted as describing the Turk¬
ish reirograde movement in Mesopo¬
tamia as a strategic retreat, and de¬
claring that military reasons are like¬
wise Inducing a drawing in of the
Turkish front in Persia towards Ker-
manshah.

JMPOUTANT FOIt KFFF.CT
ON TIIK <ilCIOIA\ A IMS

f By Associated Press. 1
LONDON. March 12..The fall of

Bagrdad, in the opinion of the London
prcsB, Is of even grenter .significance
for the effect it is expected to have

(Continued on Second Page.)
'» York Ktver l.lnn tn Baltimore.

New Buffet Parlor Car between Richmond
and Went Point, leaving Richmond Steamer.
Train, 6:10 P. M.. and arriving Richmond
8:4& A. M. for pHRHorifrcrn en route to andfrom Baltimore..Adv.

New York State to Vote
on Woman Suffrage
I lly AsiioclHled I'tcmb. )

A I.HAN V. A. V., Slnrrb 11! Tlie
renolutlon to provide for n refer¬
endum on the woman NiiffriiKr qur«-
tlon nl the nemt Slnlr rlrction wnrt
l>:iMnrd in (hf Senate to-nlicht li) n
\ote of !M» to 7. 'I'lif mennure now
Korn to (lie Governor.

To-nlicht'N net lull «lit the ln*t
Ntcii In the IcKlNlntlxr pruefdurr
|irrl t miniiry to referring; the "abject
to the rlrrlurnlp. Thr nieunure In
I'viirrrnrd with iiuieiidiiiR thr Stair
i'oiiNt 11 lit Ion, und, connei|uen 11y, ilurn
not Iiiivi- to rrcrlve thr npprovul of
the Governor. .
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DIES AT OLD POINT
.1. V. Ilnprrr, Clilef Chrmiitl of t'a-

i< nil in n ^InnitlonM Ilnnril. Sne-
fiimliM to Pneumonia.

I By AssoelRted Press. |
XKWPCIHT NI0WS, VA.. Marrh 12..

J. l»uprec, irhief ehemlsl of the ex-
ploHives department, Imperial Muni-tiot'ts Hoard. Ottawa, Cnnad'a, died at

l^he Ohamberlain Hotel to-niprht of
I pneumonia. ilo will be buried in
Hampton to-morrow and the body will
he taken up and sent to England at
the elos.e of the war.
Mr. Oupree was accompanied l>y sev¬

eral Hrilisr. army ofllcers of hiRh rank,
who are >.oekinfir to r^cuperato from
wounds anil- illness.

LAWFUL TO BET ON POKER
State Suprenie Conrt of (,oulHlana

Itendern Deelnlon In
C'nar,

I Uy Associated T'ross. 1
NIOW ORIJOANS, March 12..Bettinp

money on a fjamo of poker wait held
not unlawful in Louisiana In a decision
of the State Supreme Court here to-
lay.

People of Newcastle Settle Down
to Another Night of Chill

and Darkness.

DEATH LIST SHOWS NINETEEN

Contributions of Food Supplies
and Money Begin to Reach

City Late in Day.
I By Asnr>" iatril Prus, I

NKWCASTKE. 1NI>.. March .12..
With Indiana National Guard troops
patrolling the streets. the city of New-
castle. which was swept by a tornado
late Sunday afternoon, .settled down
to-night to another night of chill and
darkness. fhun hi'S, schools. lodge J
rooms, public halls and dwellings
having been thrown open to the home-
less, but suff"ring in many cases was
intense.
The death roll to-night showed

nineteen dead, three persons missing
and about a score seriously Injured, jwith a hundred more suffering from
minor hurts. No more bodies had jbeen found in the ruins late to-day. jbut two of the injured died in hos-
pitals during the day.
Contributions of food supplies and

money began to reach the city late
to-day. The food problem began to
take on a serious aspect early in the i
day. Cracker^ sold at <-ents each
and bananas at a nickel apiece. The
gas supply was phut off. and many jplaces were without means of pre-
paring food that was at hand, and
canned goods were at a premium.
iti;L.ii-:r ki mis staktkd

i IV >1 A.NV ( ll'IKS OK STATE jIn answer to the appeal by a cit-
iy.etis" committee, relief funds have been
started in many cities of the State, i
Charles W. Fairbanks contributed
H.OOO.
Funeral arrangements had not been jmade to-night, as most of the day had

been spent in searching the ruins for
bodies. Plans which probably will in¬
clude a public service for all the dead
will be completed to-morrow.

L'p to to-night no looting has been
reported to the military authorities.
While martial law lia.s not been de¬
clared, the soldiers are ruling the city
with a strong hand.

Dr. W. I. Fupate. local health oflieer.
expressed the belief to-day that there
would be no serious outbreak of dis¬
ease, although many persons suffered
from exposure. ISTJtlCT PATKOJ. OK SfTHICKHN

IJlSTIllt;TM MAI.VTA1NEU
The tornado struck the city from

the west, after levelling the rolling jmills of Hlue Hiver Valley. It swept
through the entire width «>f the city.
from Sixth to Twenty-fifth Streets.;
The first homes in the path of the
twister were leveled, after which the'
wind apparently raised slightly, tak¬
ing the roofs from the house:- from
Tenth to Twentieth Streets, where it
again dipped, sweeping practically
every house before it to Twenty-fifth
Street. The greatest damage was done
mi the south section, where a great
many of the factory employees reside,
and several thousand were homelessj throughout the night. Two hundred
special officers were sworn in by Mayor
Walking, and h strict patrol of the
stricken districts was maintained.
The death loss was all in the south¬

eastern part, where the wind apparent-
ly struck low. One lire occurred. M.
M. Mintch losing his drug store and
his home.
The tornado cut a path from 300 to

500 feet in width through the city for
a distance of eighteen blocks. It en-
tered the city limits near the south¬
west boundary line, and worked its
way in a zigzag manner ncrt for two
blocks, and then oust. It turned south j
near the eastern limits, and left the
city in a southeasterly direction.
The groans of dying and the screams

of persons less injured who were pinned
under the ruins of their homes was
heard on every side. Most of the dead
¦were taken from homes that were com-
plctelv demolished. Many escaped in-
Jury by rushing into cellars.
>1A\ 1 l-'HKAK ACTS

I'LAYKI) IM TOIlV\IM>:
The tornado played many freak acts,

On a number of streets every house.
with one exception, was leveled to the
ground, and in one block every second
house was wrecked and the other
homes escaped untouched. lOntire roofs
were torn from houses and carried for
squares, and one house vsas picked up
land carried a half-square and set down jagain practically unhurmed.

The three Newcastle ambulances were
supplemented a few hours after the
catastrophe by three ambulances from
Mtincie. The Muncie machines were
filled with doctors and medical supplies,
Muncie nlso sent a large squad of
police to assist in the rescue work.
The Slate lire mai'shal wired the local

gas plant to shut off its supply as a
safeguard against tires from broken
pipes in the ruins. The order threw
most of the city into darkness, as the.
electric current of all of the southern
portion of the city was cut off.
Communication with nearly all \ l«

lages was broken off, but reports from
persons coming into Newcastle in auto-
mobiles were thai a< leant several per-
sons had been killed in the vicinity,
It was reported three had been killed
at New Lisbon, three at Morcland and
three at Mount Summit.
The entire city responded to Mayor

Watklns's call for assistance. Motels,
lodges and private homes and lodge
rooms have been thrown open to the
homeless. No church services were
held last night, and all of the churches
were opened to cure for the un¬
fortunates.
Freaks of the storm and narrow es¬

capes were numerous. The Indiana
Ttolllng Mills was demolished. C.
Mouch, president of the company, was
in the ofllces at the time. 11c, with
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Newhouse, rushed
Into the large vault, where the books
and recorda were kept. They were un¬
injured.

>11.40 MACON, OA., AM) ItKTIJKV
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LINES NOT DRAWN
FOR FIGHT IN HOUSE

Signs That Plans Will Not Take
Shape Until Few Days Be¬

fore Congress Meets.

MANN OPPOSES ANY TRADING

Fluctuating Standings of Parties JPut Democrats Ahead of
Republicans by One.

' Hv Associated I
WASHINGTON. March 12..Despite

many conferences among leaders. ami
animated discussion of many proposalsfor working out Democratic, Republi-'
can or bipartisan control of tiie in-'
coming House of representatives. there
are few sinus that the plans of either
of the big parties of the little groupof independents will take definite form
until within a few days ,,f the meet¬
ing of th«' special session on April 16.

.Most of the members have left the
caj>ital with the impression that the
lines for the organization flr.ht can-
not lie drawn a month in advance. l»c-
cause of tlie shifting of strength due to
deaths anil uncertainties surrounding
plans for special elections to till the
vacancies. Republican Leader Mann.
who will be his party's candidate for
Speaker, departed to-night after an¬
nouncing that he would not favor any
trading for Republican control, and
predicting that bipartisanship was not
improbable.
The fluctuating standings of the par¬

lies presented to-night the prospect
that the Democrats will have 215 votes
and the Republicans 211. when the
special session convenes. It will re-
cjuire -MS to elect a Speaker. The five
so-called "independents" holding tiie
balance of power have been unable,
so far to agree on a concerted course,
but they will inert again Just before
the beginning of the session.
CO\l t:i)KI> I)|J1I|0( IIATS Wll.l,

NAMI-: COXItY'S SUCCKSSOR
hi order to keep their strength to

215, the Democrats will have to elect
a Democrat in the Fifteenth New York
District, where a special election is to
be held on April 12 to choose a suc¬
cessor to the late Representative'
Conry. It generally is conceded, how¬
ever. that 'hey will have no difficulty.
Hopes of Republicans that a Republi¬
can might be elected in New Hump-
shire to succeed the late Representa¬
tive Sulloway bringing the Republican
total up to 215, disappeared to-duv
when it was discovered the State stat¬
utes would not permit an election be¬
fore April 16.
When he left to-night, the Republi¬

can leader said he was going to take
u good rest, but would be back in
ample time for the extra session.
"The House organization," said Mr.

Mann, "i." not a matter of trading. It
should net be a case of figuring on
some partisan advantage. I do not
propose to have it said, if I can pre¬
vent it, that the Republicans have
adopted anything in the nature of
sharp practicc in order to clcct a

Speaker.
Ill i'A HTI5A X Oltti A M'/.ATIO V

\OT IMPHOIIARI.E
"It is not impi obable that there will'

be a bipartisan organization of the
House, bu; I do not think it Is pos .

sible to determine whether there will
be one until there shall have been a
'..st of strength and both sides shall
have had a vjte on the subject of or-

ganization. In view of the interna-
tional complications and the fact that
neither party will have a majority in
the House, tl ere necessarily will have
t.ri be some bipartisan understanding in
the House after o-ganization in effect¬
ed. if not before It is effecte-d.

Mr. Mann added that it was pos¬
sible. though not altogether probable,
that Congress might end its extra ses¬
sion in two weeks. Speaker Clark
said to-night, however, that lie thought
the chances favored a session of about
six weeks, anil was convinced that the
stay of Congrtss would be either short
or very long.
"We will be }n session e.ither six

weeks or till Aug jst come a year." the
Speaker said.

"lllg Mill" Kdivnnifi \nnir<l.
WASHINGTON. March 1 2. .President

Wilson to-da;* nominated William II.
("ltig Hill"! Kd wards to |>e collector!
of internal revenue for the Second Dis-
trict of New York.

Fashion Show
(.nrgeoiis displays of all (lint In

Infest will be unveiled lo the pub-
lie gn/.e by IIIchmoiid's retail whop*
to-night, mill lo-niiirroit mnritlng
the Spring I'lislilan SIioiv ivlll be
ushered In with all of Its frills nml
furbelows. Tlie opening^scene will
lie entirely nn exterior one, but (be
Interior display n, wlilrh will lie
made to-morrow and Thursday, are

e\|iectod to eclipse the former.
Dame Fnnlilon'n most during crea¬

tions will rest side by side with the
more modest models, and. nil In all.
the members of the lletnll >ler-
chants' Association promise nn c»r
hlbltlon which will hold the utmost
In tho nuj of appeal to the feminine
eye.

Ilitt the mere mini Is not lo he
overlooked (his season. The men's
attire shops will show nn cndlesa
vnrlely of (he new sporf models,
Including the popular belled tnodeln
with their mklnh linen.

'I'he Knshion Show will not be
gltcn oxer entirely to (he dlnpluy
of smnrl rnliuent, nn each retail
shop has the stage net w l(h the
Intent fndn and novelties nnd nil
that goes to ninke new- spring ntnrkn
complete. In four yeurn the Fash¬
ion Show, n nemlnnnunt event, has
grown to he a Richmond Institution,
nnd the local merrhunta are antici¬
pating record-breaking crowds.

UnionMenMayStride
if Railroads Refuse
Demands on Thursday

PlansReportedAsLaidfor
Walkout on Saturday
flight Unless Agree-

ment Is Reached.
X......

r,y AM«>«'l"t»d I'r«ss. |
. M\ > OKK, March 12..1'crsistent

Z'ZT TC'.e currel,t »'. railroad circles
to-day that a country-wide strike

" i8 not ...nched lit the conference
on the question of the eight-hour work-
'"t day to be hold here on Thursdav
between the railroad manager* ami re p

of^trah °f, thP f°Ur brotherhoods
of trainmen. it ,vas learned that re!
!de.u* h°r° SeMt l° thc l>rcs-

i
aPe,»t8 of the managers .stai¬

ns /ha. plans had been laid bvthe
brotherhood., t. begin such a strike on

inands^ "'Rht 1,1 tl,e cve»t their de-
are not me* «'it the conf-renee.

failed".1!! i
rallroad headquarters

to bring out the source of the

Lent ^
ii1sat .<

T,'ls information stated

they have'consider
.i

"lieu a reasonable time

Adamlon TJm,Cnu°.,.,trlt "eCiS,0n

bopin hostilities a fe^da^ as
one railroad representative" putT "

The plans of the union leaders the
report said, called fo.-

,*a,,ers- 'be

Strike Koo-f .
H Progressive

fookine "* .Sa"""a>' and

omow^,TO,n,'''Mc '¦> ."«
loiioMin,? Wednesday night.

stiukk tm,k ras.M.;rtA,,
AMO\(. t'.\lo.\ (IFFIHALS

W \ VI MX-" 14,0,1 rrf*"» I
. .-III.NCil ON, March I .> Till- p

a railroad strike
'.Talk of

lot*'.i i |
^ ffciicrtfl anionj.

~ sr.!" "t
r

to confirm or denv
definite strike plans ae,..-,,..

under consideration
actu"»> were

.SwvrW-n:s~-
be held in other ,| L rnC,'S W,U

orhood heads insist that thev* br°lh*

forecast their ,o.r,o nl,^ T"V
'rem ail parts of ,h^ ,

Ioc,il*

iMT rrrr:;
anions 'so,,,' ,,f [hUT' ?" r'rcv,l,"'t

that a Rere.-Hl w. Ik
onici"'« was

'"Mow n , . i n?"' nr»b,lM>' would

naj & conference s.iinrj
rin v

Saturday was tiie

lr.!' ""= '."»"» »n,l tl.ulr

from ..
¦ ' heard

IxS-ai
hachi.mchv roit stiukr

i
AM* niSADV roil I SI-:

1 was Pointed out howM-.r .i

decision ».., re.ohed .![
~ z H,?-

1*1.. .

" ino noo{| caino
The present eontroversv |ik, ,

'

' """ '"ci.l iTndVrs I,pre

a ed too Ions already while tl.. So-

eiKlit-hour day into offect forthwith"'
-'»«'.i

Would |»> exercised I.
' 'S»re

reiseel to embarrass the

sr.".r^r^- <»

"-ve.oim,*,,,, ,.C;
er. and probably would itself t.He .,

If "strike " "°,Wn,,' k «««.,.oci.
r .i strike appears to actuam
threatened. Prcsldant Wilson Is ex".
.-ted^to make some move for a set-;
About 200 brotherhood men from the

or theoi i
"f A"s-s,ssi|,"i «»d -outI,

of the Ohio are cxpected to attend the
rnmins here ,o-.,orrow. Men fr!!m
.^outhwestern ro ul.s will meet in -<t
I 'On s to-morrow; those fro,,, ICastem
roads in New York on Wediiesdav. and
those fro,,. Western lines In st |-.(llt
on Wednesday. The Central States'
representatives conferred at Cleveland
on Snttirday.

h^V.',ho trail.,,,
brotherhood, said to-,tight that the
men had made no important changes in
then- demands presented to the rail-
roads last fi. 11. The three other broth-
erhood heads here to attend the con-
ference were Warren N. Stone, of the
engineers; w. S. Curler, of the lire,,,..,
and T. U. Sheppard, of the conduetors.

VtlT KVKN l\.ll \( TIO.\S
WH.l. l'lll!V|.:\r S i lt IK |.;

CMIOAOO. March 12..Written secret
orders for strikes on thirty-eight of

(Continued oii Third l'agTT.7
.Spring tJoU Tourniiment Ahhevllle. N. (

April ii 1 |j tmd il.

n.

19 Per Cent Advance
in Food Prices in Year

IBy AhsocIh t«?<l IVess 1
WAS|||\«;tO.V, March I.Itetiiil

food prl.ru In tire lotted States ml-
Minced in prr cent in ilir jrcur enii-
Iiik >li«nniiry IB, tin shown in stii-
tlmlc* prrimrril to-dnj lij- the
llureiio of 1/tilMir Statistics. The
lttcren»c nnii creator (hnn for the
llirrr .rrnrn |irrvlou« combined. The
four yeum* kiiIii was :iO per rem.

' *very food Maple e\rep| coffee
nnd I en advanced during the year.
""Inn* mid iiotatoeN led. with |n-

erriiNrM of more IIImi .*»(> per rent.
Some of tlie advances ivrret sir¬

loin, 7 per rent: round steak. S per
rents pork chops, to per rents linron.
s l,pr cents linm, I per rents Inrd, UU
per rents lietm. III per rents ours, 3U
lier rents butter. IS per rents cheese.

eenti milk. II per rents lirend!
IS per rents flour. IIS per rents eorn-
nienl. IK| per rents potatoes. r>7 per
cents onions, 38 per cents suiter, 111
per rent.

¦ II3BH BFFEfiS SEHKiEES
TO NATION IN TIME OF Wlf.R
Delegates Vote Unanimously to Sup¬

port Country In Kvcry Field
of Activity.

IMiOTh'ST AGAINST MILITARISM

| A\ould Have Representation on All
Agencies Determining and Admin¬

istering Policies of National 1)e-
fense and Controlling rublleltj.

I Fty Associated Press. 1
WASHINGTON, March 12..Organized

labor in America, through its represen-
tatlvcs in conference here to-night,
offered its services to the country in
every i.eirt of activity If, despite all
endeavors «r..l hopes. Hie United States
should lie drawn into war.
The action was taken by unanimous

vote of more than lf,o delegates from
national and International trade-unions
amiinted with the American federation
of T,abor and five brotherhoods. In allabout :i.000.o00 American workers were
represented in the conference, called
to determine and announce the part
to be claimed by labor in national
pre pa redness plans.
A statement formally adopted and

issued after the meeting set forth,in addition to the offer of services in
case of war. various demands which
were held to be fundamental in safe¬
guarding the rights of workers in war
time as well sis in peace. Militarism
was protested against: ii was held that
Industrial service should be deemed
enuaily meritorious as military serv-
Icc: that service should conform to
trade-union standards, and that organ¬ized labor should have representation
on all agencies determining and ad¬
ministering policies of national defense
and controlling publicity.
i'i.i:i>ta-:s i.Aiioit's

SI IMHUtT TO NATION
The concluding paragraphs of the

statement, pledging labor's support to
the nation, follow:
"We. the ofliccrs of the national and

internaliomil trades-unions of Amer¬
ica. in national conference assembled
In the capital of our nation, hereby
Pledge ourselves, in peace or in war,
in stress or in storm, to stand unre¬
servedly by (he standards of llherty
and the safety and preservation of the
institutions and ideals of our republic.

"In this .solemn hour of our nation's
life, it is our earnest hope that our
republic may he safeguarded in its un¬
swerving desire for peace; that our
people ma) be spared (lie horrors ami
burdens of war: that they may have
the opportunity to cultivate and de-
\elop the arts ol peace, human brother¬
hood and higher civilization.

Rut, despite all our endeavors and
hopes, should our country be drawn
IIIlo Ihc maelsi rom of the Kuropenn
conflict, we. with ilic.se ideals of liberty
and justice herein declared as (he In¬
dispensable basis for national policies,
offer our services to our country In
every Held of aetiviiv to defend, safe-
guard and preserve the republic of the
I nltcd stales of America signing its
enemies, whomsoever they max be. and
" c call upon our fellow-workers anil
fellow-citizens, in the holy name of
labor, justice, freedom and hiimaniiv.
to dcvolrdl.% and pal riolicallj give like
service."
t'o.\i:\ci-: kimsiiks

WOKli l\ !¦"lo\\ 11(11 as
The statement was drafted by the

executive council of the American Fed¬
eration of l.abor, which submitted it lo
lhe delegates gathered here to-day in
response to a call from Samuel (Jum¬
pers, president, who presided at the
conference. Ii bail been thought that
perhaps two or three days might bo
required for a discussion, hut the con¬
ference linishcd its work in si few
hot! rs.

A It hough meet ings w ere e\ccuti\e.
It was said later that only slight ob¬
ject ion was voiced lo certain passages
In the original draft of the statement,
and I bat these were explained itw iv.
I hi' vote on adoption being without a
dissenting voice.
The statement opens with this dec-

laration:
"We speak for millions of Americans.

\\ e arc not a sect. We are not a party.
We represent the organization held to¬
gether by the pressure of our common
needs. W'e represent the part of the
nation closest to the fundamentals of

(Continued on is< cone. i'uge,j

WORLD NOTIFIED
OF U.S. DECISION
TO ARM VESSELS

Only Formal Step That Will
Precede Sailing of Craft

for War Zone.

OFFICIALS RETICENT
ABOUT ANY OF DETAILS

Navy Department in Readiness
to Equip All Ships Whose

Owners So Desire.

PRESIDENT STIL1, IS ItOPKFUb

Contemplates \o Further Steps Than
Necessary to Protect Amer¬

ican Higlits.

lli A.uftiiatcil Press. 1
W A S H I N G T O N. March 12..TheL'nitoil States government to-jlay tookthe only formal step that will precedethe sailing fi>r the war zone of Amer¬ican merchant ships armed to resist

attacks by German submarines.
Notice to the world of the intention

to place an armed guard un merchant-
men was Riven in a communication
sent l<y the State Department to all .

embassies and legations in Washing¬
ton. The statement, which, it is as¬
sumed. will be transmitted to Germanyby the Swiss minister, follows:

"In view of the announcement of
tho imperial German government on
January 31. 1917, that all ships, those
of neutrals Included, met with in cer¬
tain zones of the high seas would bo
sunk without any precaution beingtaken for the safety of the persons on
hoard, and without the exercise of
visit and search, the government of
the United States has determined to
place upon all American merchant ves¬
sels sailing through the barred areas
an armed guard for the protection of
the vessels and the lives of the per¬
sons on board."
Whether other neutral governments

will admit American armed ships to
their ports is a question for them todecide, but it Is not expected here, thatobjections will bo made. Holland is
the only neutral known to have barred
armed merchantmen.
OK I*A nTMENTN MAINTAIN

I'Ol'ICY OK SIIjKNCK
State Department ofllclals did notwish to make it clear whether it was

mandatory for all American vessels to
have arms or whether they might sail
without them if they so desired. Pre¬
viously the Navy Department, under
Its- policy of silence as to such ques-

I Hons, had also refused a ruling.The Navy Department's position Isthat it will equip with arms all shipswhose owners apply to it.
Ofllcials continued to be reticent to¬day nhout the arming of ships and theprobable date the tirst would be readyto sail. All sucli details are regarded

as military secrets. In fact, there Is
a general disposition to avoid discuss-itig any phase of the situation pendingthe outcome of the defiance of the sub¬
marine menace by American vessels
with naval guns and gunners on board.Speculation continues as to the partthe I'nited States may play If forced
into actual hostilities by Germany. Inofllcial "uarters the opinion Is veryclear that President Wilson, for tho
present at least, is contemplating no
more direct connection with the 12u-
ropean war than is necessary to pro¬
tect American rights on the high seas.
Preparations for any eventuality are
going forward, but the President isknown still to cling to Hie hope that
there will be no actual clash betweenAmerica's armed merchantmen and
German submarines.
The President, who has been con¬fined to his bed for several days by a

cold, whs able to-day to discuss Inter-j national questions with Secretary l<an-sing. lie probably will be in his roomfor a day or two longer, however, and
the usual Cabinet meeting to-morrow
is expected to be canceled.

ACT I Ali WOltK OK Alt.MIVH
SHIPS IS IN IWUHiKKSS

NK\V YORK. March PJ..The actual
work of arming American merchant¬
men was begun to-day. Karly In the
day tugs from the navy-yard ran
alongside an American freighter and
put a boa nl steel beams and (dates for
the .construction of gun platform:.
Work was continued all night, and it
is expected the freighter will be readyt>> receive her armament to-morrow.

N'ext in line for armament are Amer¬
ican passenger liners.

Passengers arc being booked for the.
early departure for blngland of the St.
Mollis. No bookings, however, are being
made until applicants for passage ex-

j biliit Slate Department passports, and
even then they are only informed of
the vessel on which they may take
passage. Prospective passengers are
requested to leave their addresses, so
that thy may lie not tiled by telephone
jusi wliii the \essel will sail. No
change has been made in the tariff of
either tirst or second-cabin or third-
class accoininodat Ioiis.

At a conference of otllcials of the
navy-yard andlhe steamship companyit was practically decided to arrangefor a sailing of all passenger vessels
ai night. Passengers will lie told to
get aboard before 7 o'clock.
Agents in this city of the French

l.iue were to-day notified from Wash¬
ington that permission had been
grant*'!! to the Kreni'h liner llochani*
beau to clear with guns mounted for«
land aft. The State Department ruled
that the Itochambeau. as a passenger-
carrying vessel, plying usual routes,
was a peaceable merchantman and
entitled to take, adequate precautions
against illegal attack.

This ruling. It was said in shipping
circles, will lead to u general policy
of arming vessels to the, fore. The
Uochambcau has been regarded an a


